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2: Are meetings for worship and business held as scheduled
and do you attend them consistently and on time? Do you come to
meeting with heart and mind prepared for communion with God
and fellowship with one another? Are your meetings for business
conducted in a spirit of worship and a united search for GodâĂŹs
leading in transacting the affairs of the meeting? Is the Meeting
faithful in teaching and upholding Friends testimonies? How do
you individually accept responsibility for your rightful share of the
worship, work and financial support of the Meeting and FriendsâĂŹ
broader shared concerns?

Youmay have noticed that the 2ndQuery is based on the older first query, but
with some re-ordering – and the removal of the question whether the meeting is
‘free from sleeping’. It also adds some questions about the personal practices.

If I were to try to trace this through Quaker history, I would assign it to
1656, before Friends used Queries for discipline. At this time, a group that we
remember as “the Elders at Balby” wrote a letter to friends everywhere giving
20 advices for Friends to follow. This epistle is considered by many to be the
original Faith and Practice.

The first advice that they gave is strongly related to the old first Query (which
was, at that time answered.) The advice is as follows:

1.-That the particular meetings by all the children of Light, be
duly kept and observed, where they be already settled, every first-
day of the week; except they be moved to other places. And that
general meetings be kept in order and sweet in the life of God, on
some other day of the week than on the First-day, unless there be a
moving to the contrary: that so in the light and life, the meetings
may be kept, to the praise of God.

Robert Barclay echoed this in the Proposition 11 §3:

we are none of those that “forsake the assembling of ourselves to-
gether,” but have even certain times and places in which we carefully
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meet together (nor can we be driven therefrom by the threats and
persecutions of men) to wait upon God and worship him. To meet
together we think necessary for the people of God, because so long
as we are clothed with this outward tabernacle there is a necessity to
the entertaining of a joint and visible fellowship, and bearing of an
outward testimony for God, and seeing of the faces of one another,
that we concur with our persons as well as spirits.

The reason that it was significant to follow the schedule is that the original
advice was given when Friends were forbidden to meet for worship. Keeping a
predictable schedule oppened up Friends to arrest and imprisonment. Because
of this, an early disagreement amoung Friends was whether or not to put those
who attended meetings at risk by following a schedule. Friends have always
believed that there are many accedental occasions for worship. When Christians
meet together, sometimes it is clear that God’s hand is in it. The question asked,
and answered here is: “Are these occasional and accidental orpertunities for
worship enough?” The answer is: “No – as valuable as they are, we need more.”

Indiana Yearly meeting has again decided to intermix questions of personal
and corporate responsibility – the individual is responsible for being prepared
for worship, just as the meeting is responsible to keep up meetings.

This query ends by asking whether the meeting (and the members) live up to
being good members of the Society of Friends, by holding meetings for buisness
according to the Quaker belief that we are seeking God’s will together. It asks if
the meeting “Teaches and upholds Friends Testemonies”, and if individuals do
their rightful share, both in Friends work, and in paying for Friends work.

We have had two weeks to reflect on these queries – and these two weeks
have included a buisness meeting. I will ask questions for discussion:

• Has reflection on on corperate work, worship, and business been mean-
ingful?

• What do we understand as Friends testemonies? How as a meeting do we
teach and practice them?

• What is the nature of our meeting for buisness? What is good about them,
what could be better?

• How do we as a meeting, and individuals do?

• Does this Querry speak to the condition of our meeting? Should it be
changed?

1 homework for next week
Reflect on these queries about how we live our daily lives with those around us
– especially in our own homes.
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1.1 Christian Relationships
3. As followers of Jesus Christ do you love and respect one another? Do you
thoughtfully consider the differing viewpoints of others as an opportunity for
deeper understanding within the Christian fellowship? When conflicts arise,
are you prompt to make a sincere effort to resolve them in a spirit of understand-
ing and love that avoids divisiveness in the Meeting? How are you careful to
maintain the good reputation of others?

1.2 Home and Family
4. Do you make your home a place of hospitality, friendliness, peace, and
Christian fellowship? Do you consistently read the Bible? Do you read Christian
devotional literature in your home, giving time for reverent meditation and
prayer? Do you set a Christian example before your children and live in a
way that promotes the sanctity and health of marriage and family life? Are you
sensitive and do youminister to the needs of single people, single parent families;
merged families and extended families? How do you provide instruction to
your children for their spiritual lives; in educational, moral, and social issues of
the day?
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