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0.0.1 Christian Relationships

3. As followers of Jesus Christ do you love and respect one another? Do
you thoughtfully consider the differing viewpoints of others as an op-
portunity for deeper understanding within the Christian fellowship?
When conflicts arise, are you prompt tomake a sincere effort to resolve
them in a spirit of understanding and love that avoids divisiveness in
the Meeting? How are you careful to maintain the good reputation of
others?

0.0.2 Home and Family

4. Do you make your home a place of hospitality, friendliness, peace, and
Christian fellowship? Do you consistently read the Bible? Do you read
Christian devotional literature in your home, giving time for reverent
meditation and prayer? Do you set a Christian example before your
children and live in a way that promotes the sanctity and health of
marriage and family life? Are you sensitive and do you minister to the
needs of single people, single parent families; merged families and ex-
tended families? How do you provide instruction to your children for
their spiritual lives; in educational, moral, and social issues of the day?

We now look at a testimony of living in right relationships with others. One could re-
duce these questions, except those about keeping scripture as part of home and family, to
the simple question: “Are you careful to treat others as you would wish to be treated?” or
“Do you behave as if you can see God’s image in other’s?” Everything here is very straight
forward, and quite obvious – though, unfortunately, my catch all question is universally
accepted, however it is rarely spoken about. Perhaps it is best to consider these questions
slowly and individually. Even more unfortunately, we can all mentally come up with ex-
amples of followers of Jesus Christ not thoughtfully considering differing viewpoints, nor
avoiding divisiveness, nor attempting to maintain the good reputation of others. It seems
that even though we quote the golden rule from our childhood – we need reminded of
certain little parts over and over again. Paul noticed this problem as well – speaking of it
in many epistles. Jesus himself spoke of these things saying:
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What comes out of a person defiles him. For from within, out of the human
heart, comeevil ideas, sexual immorality, theft,murder, adultery, greed, evil,
deceit, debauchery, envy, slander, pride, and folly. All these evils come from
within and defile a person. (Mark 7:20-23 NET)

Fortunately, God can work with us and change our hearts – we can grow and become
more like the example that Christ gave us – and less like the negative examples we have
seen, or in some cases shown others. Unfortunately – none of us has the ability to change
others. The observation that we don’t live up to these queries is apt. We’ve experienced
our failures. We can only be thankful that God is merciful.

1 Questions for reflection
• Has reflection on right relationships been helpful?

• How does thismeeting handle conflict? How should our new association handle the
conflict that is sure to come?

• What is our current ministry to non-traditional families?

• Do these queries speak to our condition? Do they need changed?

2 Next Week’s homework

2.0.3 Youth and the Meeting

5. Do you encourage your young people to choose a commitment to Jesus Christ and
the church? Do you endeavor to instruct them in the principles and practices of
Friends? Do you nurture the spiritual development of the youth of themeeting and
promote their spiritual, mental and physical well-being? How do you involve and
affirm the youth in the life of the meeting?
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