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5. Do you encourage your young people to choose a commitment to
Jesus Christ and the church? Do you endeavor to instruct them in
the principles and practices of Friends? Do you nurture the spiritual
development of the youth of the meeting and promote their spiritual,
mental and physical well-being? How do you involve and affirm the
youth in the life of the meeting?

Other versions of this query, such as the one in my home Yearly meeting focused
more the importance of providing a suitable education for the children of the
meeting. In Kansas, I’ve heard it said that when Quakers would settle an area,
the first two buildings in the communitywould be the Friendsmeetinghouse and
the Friends academy. In much of Kansas, the Friends schools were established
before the public school system. My father graduated high school fromHaviland
Friends academy, and many of the older Friends grew up in one Friends school
or another. When I read old minutes – the answer to the older versions of this
Query tell about how the school is doing.

Most of the academy’s closed as Friends decided that the best way they could
provide for the education of their children was through supporting the local
public school system, and the adoption of the Sunday School model created
a method of training kids in Friends beliefs and behavior. When I attended
Barclay College (Which is descendant from the academy system) the Friends
students called classes such as the "Teaching of Friends" Sunday School 101. Not
only have Friends developed a system of elementary and High schools, but also
a fair number of colleges – which, I personally hope have a degree of quality.

When I grew up, and most places I go seem to have invested quite a bit in
providing something for the children. There was a whole rotation of things for
’the kids’ – whether it was summer camps, winter retreats, mission trips, Sunday
school classes. . .One might say that I am used to a rather high level of focus on
the youth (and in almost all these areas).

I regret, that in the focus on doing things for and teaching the youth, at lest
when Iwas growing up, therewas very little done to involve and affirm the youth
in the life of the meeting. Youth Yearly meeting, for example, was separate from
the business meetings. Whatever youth activities there were often overlapped
with adult activities, and removed the youth and children from the life of the
meeting. It was excellent programming, and age appropriate programming, but
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it was also segregation. We did poorly at integration, and very few of my friends
have chosen to integrate after “graduating" from youth ministries – all those
youth are no longer with Friends – though, all that I know have good memories
of their (our) times growing up.

1 Discussion Questions
• What do we do for the “young people" in our meeting?

• In what ways do we co-operate with others for the benefit of the youth?

• What things do we do well, and in what ways could we do better?

• Does this query speak to our condition as a meeting?

2 Next Week’s homework
2.0.1 Standards of Life

6. Do you observe simplicity in your manner of living, so that devo-
tion to Jesus Christ comes first in your life? Do you celebrate life as
a gift of God? Do you recognize the extreme danger in the use of
alcoholic beverages, tobacco and other destructive drugs? Do you
refrain from their use? How do you actively avoid self-destructive
stresses in your life?

2.0.2 Business and professional responsibilities

7. Do you avoid such undue expansion of your business and social
responsibilities as to endanger your personal integrity or detract from
your Christian commitment? Are you truthful and honest in your
business and social transactions, punctual in fulfilling your promises,
and prompt in the payment of your debts? How do you work in
business and social relationships to maintain Christian integrity in
economic affairs and the use of technology?
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